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Teenage 
Mum and 
Baby left 
out in the 

Cold! 
Every time a national survey of    
teenage pregnancy is made public 
Paignton seems to get a mention!  
Christmas is a tough time for anyone 
bringing up a baby, but it’s even 
tougher if you’re still a teenager  
yourself and the whole world seems 
to be against you. 
Yet that’s exactly the situation that faced 
a young couple a little over two thousand 
years ago.  Our Christmas cards and 
wrapping paper might make it all look 
rather rosy and cute but the reality of the 
situation was far from idyllic.   
Mary was likely to only have been four-
teen or fifteen years old, Joseph a cou-
ple of years older.  The problem was 
they’d been found out.  Not yet married 
with a baby on the way!  What made 
things worse was the fact that neither of 
them was bold enough to tell the truth; 
instead they made up the most fantastic 
of stories and expected people to believe 
that they hadn’t had sex yet.  We all 
know where babies come from and it 
certainly isn’t thin air.   
If at anytime you’ve read the accounts of 
the birth of Christ in the gospels you’ll 
know that things only got worse; the 
world literally was against all three of 
them. Herod decided that he felt threat-
ened by this illegitimate baby and so 
ordered his execution, along with count-
less other new born babies and young 

boys.  The tempting thing for anyone to do 
in circumstances like this is to run, that’s 
what they did, only to become refugees in 
a neighbouring country, far away from any 
remaining family or friends able to offer 
them any kind of care or support. 
What a bizarre set of events!  No wonder 
artists struggle to represent what took 
place, whilst making everything look clean, 
tidy and ordered.  Why did God send His 
Son into the world in such an outrageous 
way?  Surely he could have found a better 
couple of parents, along with a more suit-
able world stage for the birth?  Did He 
want to make things almost impossible for 
people to believe? 
Yet, would you have found things more 
palatable if Jesus had been born to 
“perfect” parents, in a palace surrounded 
by servants and drenched with untold 
riches?   
One of the names given to Jesus is Im-
manuel, which means “God with us”.  The 
beauty of the account of the birth of Jesus 
is that no-one can be left feeling that he’s 
better than me.  God reached down into a 
crazy and brutal world, under the rule of 
the Romans, with nothing to His name, 
powerless, homeless and alone apart from 
a couple of scared teenagers.  Why?  So 
that for years to come, He could say to 
everyone born after Him, “I understand, I 
know what that feels like and I want to 
change things for the better.” 
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Forget clean and tidy, He was born on the streets. 
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I have worked as a Councillor for 
Roselands with Goodrington for 
over 6 years now, finding that 
Roselands is very much a        
community. 
 

In working with the Community 
Partnership, which includes Church 
Leaders, residents, Police, Torbay 
Council, etc., we are looking at 
ways to slow the speeding traffic 
on Roselands Drive and for the 
problems with parking to be ad-
dressed. It is through taking time to 
listen to the residents of Roselands 
that we are made aware of prob-
lems, and by working with them we 
can try to solve the issues. 
 

Recently crime figures were       
released by our local police for all 

of the Torbay Wards. The figures 
showed that there was a decrease 
in crime in Torbay, but more im-
portantly, there were no recorded 
burglaries or car crimes during 
the summer months in our Ward. 
This is really good news, but 
should not make us complacent.  
 

As you are probably aware Torbay 
Council are consulting on the Local 
Development Framework. There 
are several ideas of areas for 
housing growth, some would im-
pact on Roselands and the sur-
rounding area. I will be keeping 
you informed of the progress of the 
LDF, and through the Community 
Partnership we can express the 
views of the   local residents, You 
can obtain more information re-
garding the Local Development 
Framework from  
www.torbay.gov.uk/ldf. 
It is only by  working together that 
we can achieve these things and  

part of 
that is communication. The 
Roselands Community Magazine is 
a great way of keeping the commu-
nity informed.  I hold a drop in 
‘surgery’ at Goodrington Methodist 
Church on the third Thursday of 
each month between 10.30am - 
11.30am, and can be contacted by 
email on;  
Christine.carter@torbay.gov.uk or 
by phone on 01803 527647. It is 
through working with such partner-
ships we can all work for the good 
of the community. 
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That’s right, it’s all free.  Coffee 
and cakes on a Sunday morning, 

breakfast on Sunday Dec. 6th, 
carol singing and candles at 

Christmas, it’s all yours for the 
princely sum of nothing. 

 

Breakfast 
 

Advent is a time of preparation.  
We thought what better way to 

help you prepare for all that 
you’ve got to do  before Christ-
mas than by cooking you a full 
English Breakfast.  As we can’t 
come to everyone’s house indi-
vidually we will be serving  up in 
the school hall at Roselands Pri-

mary.  We’ll start serving at 
9.30am, so come along and join 

us if you can.  If you’d like to 
stay for 15 minutes to think 

about Christmas in a creative 
and fun way, you’re more than 
welcome, if you’d rather get on 
with the days tasks then that’s 

fine too.  (Vegetarian and conti-
nental options will be available.) 

 

Traditional Carol Singing 
 

Do you ever miss some of those 
traditional old favourites?  Well if 

you would like to come carol 
singing around Roselands we’ll 

be out on the 15th and 17th Dec. 
starting at 6.30pm from the 

school playground.   
You don’t have to be a Pavarotti 

or Boyle, but if you are we’ll 
make sure you are at the front.  
We won’t be collecting money, 
but rather giving a small gift to 
those houses that we visit, so if 
you’re in on one of those eve-

nings you could 
be in for an 

early Christmas 
present. 

 

Wishing  you a 
peaceful and 

hope filled 
Christmas this 

year. 
 

Malc Reddaway Pastor RCC 
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I met my wife Ali in a coffee shop.  She 
was a barista, serving espressos and 
generally being lovely to everyone who 
walked through the door.  I was a 
teacher, sitting and marking my stu-
dents’ coursework and frowning down 
the end of a red pen.  I used to watch 
her and think how wonderful she 
seemed, but I thought I would never 
have the guts to ask her out.  Thank-
fully I was wrong, and after four 
months and two strong Americanos 
one morning I asked her if she fancied 
a cup of tea.  She 
accepted, and we 
found out that we 
had the same 
name and shared 
the same rather 
frightened view of 
marriage; and we 
shared a faith.  
But it wasn’t that 
straightforward... 
Both Ali and I 
have had a faith 
from an early age, 
talking over things 
with God, seeking 
his guidance and trying to show as 
much of God’s love as we could in our 
lives.  But faith is a journey and de-
spite this basic similarity, growing up 
within different denominations and 
different churches meant that, in many 
ways we were at different places 
heading in the same direction.   
When we met, I was attending a local 
parish church, with more traditional 
worship in its own building and a 
strong sense of its place in the com-
munity.  I had grown up singing big 
hymns to the sound of a big organ.  I 
loved being a part of a community and 
loved the sense of being family at that 
church.   At that time, Ali was attend-
ing a more lively church which met in a 
school building and sang worship 
‘songs’ accompanied by a band, she 
had been with that church almost 
since it first started and had watched 
the community grow around her.  She 
loved it there.  I attended a few Sun-
days at her church and found it actu-
ally quite difficult to meet with God.  It 
all seemed too loud and ‘in your face’.  
Ali came along to a few Sundays at my 
church and found it equally as difficult 
to get on with - to her it seemed far too 

staid   and   mechanical.   Religious 
strife! What could we do? 
Meanwhile, our relationship ignored all 
of this and grew and grew.  We talked 
together about everything.  We began 
to pray together, we had terrible pic-
nics together and we continued to dis-
cuss our faith and found more differ-
ences and even more similarities.  It 
was obvious to us that we wanted to 
spend the rest of our lives together 
and we also knew deep down that if 
we trusted God, He would help us deal 
with the fears we had about marriage 
and the difficulties we had in finding 
somewhere to worship together.   
We got engaged last December and it 
was surprisingly easy!  God blessed 

us with a perfect 
blue sky to clam-
ber up Snowdon 
under and when I 
proposed at the 
summit, it was all 
downhill from 
there. Ha!  The 
next six months 
were, at times, 
testing as we 
struggled to come 
to terms with our 
fears and expecta-
tions, but we con-
tinued talking and 

praying and laughing lots and listening 
to good friends, and God simply wove 
us tighter together.  Our lives were 
lining up together, and our faiths were 
moving on.  
The final affirmation from God came 
about two months before the wedding 
day.  We were still searching for a 
church together and had gone along to 
several places that had been recom-
mended to us by friends or family.  
One Sunday, we went out on a limb 
and went along to Roselands Commu-
nity Church, having been given noth-
ing but a list of local churches in 
Paignton.   By the end of that first visit, 
with the coffee still buzzing round our 
bodies, we knew that we had found 
where we wanted to go.  Roselands 
seemed to bring together everything 
that we loved from our previous 
churches whilst at the same time offer-
ing us the challenge of developing our 
own faiths further as individuals and as 
a couple.  We got married in the sum-
mer and have been a part of Rose-
lands since.  It feels absolutely incredi-
ble to be finally worshipping in the 
same place and getting to know a new 
spiritual family together.   
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Find us on the web at  www.roselandscommunitychurch.org.uk  we’re here for you! 
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